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SERMON XLVI,

Of Juftification by Christ.

I Cor. vi. ii.

But ye are jujiified.

The whole verfe is : Andfuch were fome of you \ hut

ye are wajhed^ hut ye areJanBiJiedy hut ye are jufti-

fed in the narae of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by

the Spirit of our God.

IT has been obje6led by fome, who diflent from, nay, I

may add, by others alfo, who a6lually are friends to the

prefent ecclefiaftical eftabhfhment, that the minifters of the

Church of England preach themfelves, and not Christ

Jesus the Lord ; that they entertain their people with lec-

tures of mere morality, without declaring to them the glad

tidings of falvation by Jesus Christ. How well grounded

fuch an objection may be, is not my bufinefs to enquire

:

AH I fliall fay at prefent to the point is, that whenever fuch

a grand objcdion is urged againft the whole body of the

clergy in general, every honeft minifter of Jesus Christ
fhould do his utmoft to cut off all manner of occafion, from

thofe who defire an occafion to take offence at us ; that fo

by hearing us continually founding forth the word of truth,

and declaring with all boldnefs and affurance of faith, " that

there is no other name given under heaven, whereby they can

be favcd, but that of Jesus Christ," they may be aihamed

pf this their fame confident boafting againft us.

It was an eye to this objection, joined with the agreeable-

^efs and dclightfulnefs of the fubje^t (for who can but delight
'

^
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to talk of that which the blcfled angels defire to look into ?)

that induces me to difcourfe a little on that great and funda-

mental article of our faith ; namely, our being freely juflified

by the precious blood of Jesus Christ. " But ye are

wafhed, but ye are fan6lified, but ye are juftified, in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit of our

God."

The words beginning with the particle but^ have plainly a

reference to fomething before ; it may not therel'ore be im-

proper, before I defcend to particulars, to confider the words

as they fl-and in relation to the context. The apoftle, in the

verfes immediately foregoing, had been reckoning up many
notorious fins, drunkennefs, adultery, fornication, and fuch

like, the commiilion of which, without a true and hearty re-

pentance, he tells the Corinthians^ would entirely Ihut them

out of the kingdom of God. But then, left they fhould, on

the one hand, grow fpiritually proud by feeing themfelves

differ from their unconverted brethren, and therefore be

tempted to fet them at ncughr, and fay with the felf-conceited

hypocrite in the prophet, " Come not nigh me, for I am
holier than thou ;" or, on the other hand, by looking back

on the multitude of their pafi: offences, fl:iould be apt to

think their fins were too many and grievous to be forgiven :

he firft, in order to keep them humble, reminds them of their

fad ftate before converfion, telling them in plain terms,

" fuch (or as it might be read, thefe things) were fome of

you j" not only one, but all that fad catalogue of vices I

have been drawing up, fome of you were once guilty of;

but then, at the fame time, to preferve them from defpair,

behold he brings them glad tidings of great joy :
" But ye

are wafhed ; but ye are fan6tified, but ye are juftified in the

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit of our

God."

The former part of this text, our hc\ng fani^ijiecl, I have

in fome meafure treated of already ; I would now enlarge

on our being freely juftified by the precious obedience and

death of Jesus Christ :
" But ye are juftified in the name

of our Lord Jesus Christ."

O 4 From
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From which words I /hall confider three things

;

Firji^ What is meant by the word jufificd.

Secondly^ I fhall endeavour to prove that all mankind In

general, and every individual perfon in particular, ftand?

in need of being juftified.

Thirdly^ That there is no poffibillty of obtaining this jufti-

f.cation, which we fo much want, but by the all-perfect

obedience, and precious death of Jesus Christ.

Fir/It I am to confider what is meant by the word juflT-

lied.

*' But ye are juflified," fays the apoftle ; v/hich is, z%

though he had faid, you have your hns forgiven, and are

looked upon by God as though you never had offended him

at all : for that is the meaning of the word juCiified, in al-

moft all the paiTages of holy fcripture where this word is men-

tioned. Thus, when this fame apoftle writes to the Romansy

he tells them, that " whom God called, thofe he alfo jufti-

ficd :" And that this v/ord juftified, implies a blotting out of

all our trnnfgreffions, is manifeil: from what follows, " them

he alfo glorified," which could not be if ajuuified perfon was

not looked upon by God, as though he never had ofrende4

him at all. And again, fpeaking of Abraham's faith, he tells

them, that " Abraham believed on Him that juftifies the un-

godly," who acquits and clears the ungodly man ; for it is a

law-term, and alludes to a judge acquitting an accufcd cri-

minal of the thing laid to hi§ charge. Which exprcflion the

apoftle himft-lf explains by a quotation out of the P/c7//7/j :

*' BlefTed is the man to whom the Lord imputeth no fin."

From all which proofs, and many others that might be urged,

it is evident, that by being juftified, we are to underftand,

being fo acquitted in the fight of God as to be looked upon

as though we never had offended him at all. And in this

I'enfe vve are to undcrfland that article, v/hich we profefs to

beliey^
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believe in our creed, when each of us declare in his own
perfon, I believe the forgivenefs of fins. This leads me to

the

Second thing propofed, to prove that all mankind in ge-

neral, and every individual perfon in particular, ftands in

need of being juftitied.

And indeed the apoftle fuppofes this in the words of the

text :
" But ye arc juilified," thereby implying that the Co-

rinthians (and confequently all mankind, there being no dif-

ference, as will be ftiewn hereafter) flood in need of beinf»-

Juftified.

But not to reft In bare fuppofitions, in my farther enlarge-

ment on this head, I (hall endeavour to prove, that we all

iland in need of being juftined on account of the fin of our

patures, and the fm of our lives.

I. FirJ!^ I affirm that we all ftand in need of being juftf-

fied, on account of the fm of our natures : for we are ail

chargeable with original fm, or the fm of our firft parents.

Which, though a proportion that may be denied by a felf-

juilifying infidel, who " will not come to Christ that he

may have life ;" yet can never be denied by any one vi'ho

believes that St. Paul's epiftles were written by divine in-

fpiration ; where we are told, that " in Jdam all died ;'*

that is, Adanis fm was imputed to all : and left we fhould

forget to make a particular application, it is added in ano-

ther place, " that there is none that docth good (that is, by

nature) no, not one : That we are all gone out of the way,

(of original righteoufnefs) and are by nature the children of

wrath." And even David, who was a man after GoD*s own
heart, and, if any one could, might furely plead an exemp-

tion from this univerfal corruption, yet he confefTcs, that

" he was (hapen in iniquity, and that in fm did his mother

conceive him." And, to mention but one text more, as

immediately applicable to the prefent purpofe, St. Paul^ m
his epiftle to the Romans^ fays, that " Death came upon all

nien, for the difobedience of one, namely, o^ Jdam, eveh

tipow
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upon tliofe, (that is, little children) who had not finned after

the fimilitude o^ Alarns tranll^reilion ;" who had not been

guilty of a(£lual fin, and therefore could not be puniflied with

temporal death (which came into the world, as this fame

apoftle elfcwhcrc informs us, only by fin) had not the difo-

bedience of our firft parents been imputed to them. So that

what has been faid in this point fcems to be excellently fum-

med up in that article of our church, where (he declares,

that " Original fin flandeth not in the following of Adam^
*' but it is the fault and corruption of every man, that na-

'« turally is engendered of the offspring of Adam ; whereby

" man is very far gone from original righteoufnefs, and is

" of his own nature inclined to evil, fo that the flefh lufteth

*' always contrary to the fpirit ; and therefore in every perfon

^' born into this world, it deferveth God's wrath and damna-
*' lion."

I have been more particular in treating cf this point, be-

caufe it is the very foundation of the chriftian religion : For

I am verily perfuaded, that it is nothing but a want of being

well grounded in the doctrine of original fin, and of the help-

lefs, nay, I may fay, damnable condition, each of us comes

into the world in, that makes fo many infidels oppofe, and

fo many who call themfelves cbrifl:ians, fo very lukewarm in

their love and afredlions to Jesus Christ. It is this, and

I could almoft fay, this only, that makes infidelity abound

among us fo much as it does. For, alas ! we are miftaken

if we imagine that men now commence or continue infidels,

and fet up corrupted reafon in oppofition to divine revelation

merely for want of evidence, (for I believe it might eafily be

proved, that a modern unbeliever is the mcft credulous

creature living ;) no, it is only for want of an humble

mind, of a fenfe of their original depravity, and a wllling-

iiefs to own themfelves fo depraved, that makes them fo

obftinatcly fiiut their eyes againft the light of the glorious

gofpel of Christ. XVhereas, on the contrary, were they

but once pricked to the heart with a due and lively fenfe of

their natural corruption and liablenefs to condernnation, we
ihould have them no more fcoifing at divine revelation, and

look'iig on it as an idle tale \ but they would ccy out with

5 ,

,'••'
the
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the trembling jaylor, "What fliali I do to be faved ?" It

was an error in this fundamental point, that made fo many
refift the evidence the Son of God himfelf gave of his divine

miilion, vi^hen he tabernacled amongfi us. Every word he

fpake, every adion he did, every miracle he wrought, proved

that he came from God. And why then did fo many harden

their hearts, and would not believe his report? Why, he

himfelf informs us, " They will not come unto me that they

may have life :" They will obftinately ftand out againft thofe

means God had appointed for their falvation : And St. Paul
tells us, " that if the gofpel be hid, it is hid to them that are

loft ; in whom the God oi this world hath blinded the eyes

of them which believe not, left the light of the glorious gof-

pel of Christ, who is the image of God, fnould ftiiae upori

them." 2 Cor, iv. 3, 4.

If it be afkcd, how it fuits with the divine goodnefs, to im-
pute the guilt of one man's ftn, to an innocent pofterity } I

fhould think it fufficient to make ufe of the apoftle's words :

«' Nay, but O man, who art thou that replieft againft God ?

Shall the thing formed fay to him that formed it, why haft

thou made me thus r" But to come to a more dire<5l: reply :

Perfons would do well to confider that in the firft covenant

God made with man, Adam acted as a public perfon, as the

common reprefentative of all mankind, and confequently we
muft ftand or fall vv^ith him. Had he continued in his obe-

dience, and not eaten the forbidden fruit, the benefits of that

obedience would doubtlefs have been imputed to us : But
fmce he did not perfift in it, but broke the covenant made
with him, and us in him ; who dares charge the righteous

Judge of all the earth with injuftice for imputing that to us

^Ifo ? I proceed,

Secondly, To prove that we ftand in need of being juftified,

on account of the fin of our lives.

That God, as he made man, has a right to demand his

obedience, I fuppofe is a truth no one will deny: that he

hath alfo given us both a natural and a written law, whereby

V/e are to be judged, cannot be qucftioned by any on^ who
believes
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bellcvcB ^t. PauVs cpiftle to the Rcrnnns to be of divine autho-.

rity : For in it we are told of a lav/ written in the heart,

and a law given by Mofcs ; and that each of us hath broken

thefe laws, is too evident from our fad and frequent expe-

rience. Accordingly the holy icriptures inform us that

" there is no man which liveth and finncth not j'* that " in

many things we offend all ;" that " if v/e fay we have no

fm we deceive ourfclves," and fuch like. And if we are thus

offenders againft God, it follows, that we fland in need of

forgivenefs for thus offending Him ; unlefs we fuppofe God
to enacSl laws, and at the fame time not care whether they are

obeyed or no ; which is as abfurd as to fuppofe that a prince

fhould eftablifti laws for the proper government of his country,

and yet let every violator of them come off with impunity.

But God has not dealt fo foolilhly with his creatures : no,

as he gave us a law, he demands our obedience to that law,

and has obliged us univerfally and perfeveringly to obey it,

under no lefs a penalty than incurring his curfe and eternal

death for every breach of it : For thus fpeaks the fcripture ;

" Curfed is he.that continucth not in ail things that are writ-

ten in the law to do them ;" as the fcripture alfo fpeaketh in

another place, " The foul that fmneth, it fhall die." Now
it has already been proved, that we have all of us finned ;

and therefore, unlefs fome means can be found to fatisfy

God's juflice, we mufi: perifh eternally.

Let us then {land a while, and fee in what a deplorable

condition each of us comes into the world, and ftill conti-

nues, till v*^e are tranflated into a ftate of grace. For furely

nothing can well be fuppofcd more deplorable, than to be

born under the curfc of God ; to be charged with original

guilt; and not only fo, but to be convi6^ed as a6lual breakers

of God's law, the leaft breach of which iuftly deferves eter-

nal damnation. Surely this can be but a melancholy profpc6l

to view ourfelves in, and muft put us upon contriving fome

means whereby we may fatisfy and appeafe our offended judge.

But what muft thofe means -be? Shall we repent? Alas!

there is not one word of repentance mentioned in the flrft

covenant :
" The day that thou eateft thereof, thou fhalt

farely die." So that, if God be true, unlefs there be fome

1 way

I
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way found out to fatlsfy divine juftice, we muft perifli ; and

there is no room left for us to expert a change of mind in

God, though we fhould feck it with tears. Well then, if

repentance will not do, fliall we plead the law of works ?

Alas 1
" By the law fliall no man living bfe juftified :

for by the law comes the knowledge of Sin." It is that

which convidls and condemns, and therefore can by no
means juftify us; and " all our righteoufnefles (fays the

prophet) are but as filthy rags." Wherewith then fhall

we come before the Lord, and bow down before the

moft high God ? Shall we come before Him with calves

of a year old, with thoufands oFrams, or ten thoufands

of rivers of oil ? Alas ! God has fhewed thee, O man,
that this will not avail : For he hath declared, " I will take

no bullock out of thy houfe, nor he-goat out of thy fold:

for all the beafts of the forefts are mine, and fo are the cattle

upon a thoufand hills." Will the Lord then be pleafed to

accept our firft-born for our tranfgreffion, the fruit of our

bodies for the fm of our fouls ? Even this will not purchafe

our pardon : for he hath declared that " the children fhall

not bear the iniquities of their parents." Befides, they are

fmners, and therefore, being under the fame condemna-

tion, equally fland in need of forgivenefs with ourfelves.

They are impure, and will the Lord accept the blind and

Jame for facrifice ? Shall fome angel then, or archan^^el,

undertake to fulfill the covenant which we have broken, and

make atonement for us? Alas! they are only creatures,

though creatures of the highefl order; and therefore are

obliged to obey God as well as we ; and after they have done

all, muft fay they have done no more than what was their

duty to do. And fuppofmg it was pofTible for them to die,

yet how could the death of a finite creature fatisfy an infinitely

offended juflice ? O wretched men that we are ! Who (hall

deliver us ? I thank God, our Lord Jesus Christ. Which
naturally leads me to the

Third thing propofed, which was to endeavour to prov(?,

that there is no poHibility ©f obtaining this juftification, which

we fo much want, but by the all-perfe6t obedience and pre-

cious
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clous death of JEsus Christ, " But ye arejuftified in the

name of our Lord Jesus Christ."

But this having been in fome meafure proved by wh^t has

been faid under the foregoing head, wherein I have fhewn

that neither our repentance, righteoufnefs, nor facrifice, no

not the obedience and death of angels themfelves, could pof-

fibly procure juftification for us, nothing remains for me to

do under this head, but to fhew that Jesus Christ has pro-

cured it for us.

And here I (hall ftlll htve recourfe " to the hw and to

the tellimony." For after all the molt fubtle difputations on

either fule, nothing but the lively oracles of God can give

us any fatisfa£lion in this momentous point : it being fuch an

inconceivable myftery, that the eternal only-begotten Son of

God fhould die for finful man, that we durft not have pre-

funded fo much as to have thought of it, had not God re-

vealed it in his holy word. It is true, reafon may ihew us

the wound, but revelation only can lead us to the means of

our cure. And though the method God has been pleafed

to take to make us happy, may be to the infidel a flumbling-

block, and to the wife opiniator and difputer of this world,

foolifhnefs ;
yet wifdom, that is, the difpenfation of our re-

demption, will be juftified, approved of, and fubmitted to, by

all her truly wife and holy children, by every fmcere and up-

right chriftian.

But to come more directly to the point before us. Two
things, as was before obferved, we wanted, in order to be at

peace with God.

1. To be freed from the guilt of the fin of our nature.

2. From the fin of our lives.

And both thefe (thanks be to God for this unfpeakable

gift) are fecured to believers by the obedience and d:ath of

Jesus Christ, For what fays the fcripture ?

I. As
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1. As to thtjirj}^ it informs us, that " as by the^ifobcdi-

cnce of one man, (or by one tranfgreflion, namely, that of

Adam) many were made fmners ; fo by the obedience of one,

Jesus Christ (therein including his paflive as well as ac-

tive obedience) many were made righteous.'* And a^rain,

'• As by the d.fobedience of one man, judgment came upon
ail men unto condemnation ;" or all men were condemned oji

having Adams fin imputed to them ; " fo by the obedience of

one, that is, Jesus Christ, the free gift of pardon and
peace came upon all men, (all forts of men) unto juftifica-

tion of life." 1 fay all forts of men ; for the apoftle in this

chapter is only drawing a parallel between the firlland fecond

Adatn in this refpedl, that they aded both as reprcfentatives
;

and as the pofterity of Adam had his fin imputed to them, fo

thofe for whom Christ died, and whofe reprefentative he h^

fhall have his merits imputed to them alfo. Whoever run

the parallel farther, in order to prove univcrfal redemption

(whatever arguments they may draw for the proof of it from

other pafTages of fcripture,) if they would draw one from

this for that purpofe, 1 think they ftrctch their line of inter-

pretation beyond the limits of fcripture.

2. Pardon for the fin of our lives was another thin?,

which we wanted to have fecured to us, before we could be

at peace with Gcd.

And this the holy fcriptures inform us, is abundantly done

by the death of Jesus Christ, The evangelical prophet

foretold that the promifed Redeemer (hould be " wounded

for our tranfgrefTions, and bruifed for our iniquities; that

the chaftifement of our peace (liould be upon him ; and

that by his ftripes we fliould be healed," Ifaiah liii. 6. The
angels at his birth faid, that he (hould " fave his people from

their fins." And St. Paul declares, that " this is a faithful

faying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ
came into the world to fave fmners." And here in the

words of the text, " Such (or, as I nbferved before, thefe

things) were fome of you; but ye are wafhed, 5cc." and

again, " Jesus Christ is the end of the law for righteouf-r

ncfs to every one that believeth." And, to fnevv us that

none
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none but Jesus Christ can do all this, the apoftle St. PeW
fays, " Neither Is their falvation in any other j for there is

no other name under heaven given among men, whereby we
muft be favcd, but the name of Jesus Christ.

How God will be pleafed to deal with the Gentiles^ who
yet fit in darknefs and under the (hadow of death, and upon

whom the fun of righteoufnefs never yet arofe, is not for us

to enquire. " What have we to do to judge thofe that are

without ?'* To God's mercy let us recommend them, and

wait for a folution of this and every other difficult point, till

the great day of accounts, when all God's difpcnfations,

both of providence and grace, will be fully cleared up by

methods to us, as yet unknown, becaufe unrevealed. How-
ever, this we know, that the judge of all the earth willj moft

afliiredly, do right.

But it is time for me to dravi' towards a conclufion.

I have now, brethren, by the blefling of God, difcourfec^

on the words of the text in the method I propofed. Many
ufeful inferences might be drawn from what has been deli-

vered J
but as I have detained you, I fear, too long already,

permit me only to make a refle6lion or two on what has beea

faid, and I have dene.

If then we are freely ju ft ified by the death and obedience

of Jesus Christ, let us here paufe a while ; and as before:

we have rcfleded on the mifery of a fallen, let us now turn

afide and fee the happinefs of the believing, foul. But alas !

how am I loft to think that God the Father, when we were

in a ftate of enmity and rebellion againfi: Him, fhould not-

withftanding yearn in his bovi^els towards us his faHen, his

apoftate creatures : And becaufe nothing but an infinite ran-

fom could fatisfy an infinitely oflended juftice, that fhould

fend his only and dear Son Jesus Christ (who is God,
blefled for ever, and who had lain in his bofom from all eter-

nity) to fulfil the covenant of works, and die a curfed, pain-

ful, ignominious death, for us and for our falvation ! wha
can avoid crying out, at the confideration of this myftery of

god-
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godlinefs. /' Oh^thc depth of the riches of God's love" to us

his wretched, miferable and undone creatures !
" How un-

fearchable is his mercy, and his ways paft finding out 1"

Now know we of a truth, O God, that thou haft loved us,

*' fince thou hall not with-held thy Son, thine only Son

Jesus Christ,'* from thus doing and dying for us.

But as we admire the Father fending, let us likewlfe hum-
bly and thankfully adore the Son coming, when fent to die

for man. But O ! what thoughts can conceive, what words

exprefs the infinite greatnefs of that unparalleled love, which

engaged the Son of God to come down from the manfions

of his Father's glory to obey and die for finful man ! The
yeivsy when he only fh?d a tear at poor Lazarus's funeral,

faid, " Behold how he loved him." How much more juftly

then may we cry out. Behold how he loved us 1 When he

not only fulfilled the whole moral law, but did not fpare to

ihed his own moft precious blood for us.

And can any poor truly-convi£led firuner, after this, de-

fpair of mercy ? What, can they fee their Saviour hanging

on a tree, with arms ftretched out ready to embrace them^

and yet, on their truly believing on him, doubt of finding

acceptance with him ? No, away with all fuch difhonour-

able, defponding thoughts. Look on his hands, bored with

pins of iron; look on his fide, pierced with a cruel fpear,

to let loofe the fluices of his blood, and open a fountain for

fin, and for all uncleannefs ; and then defpair of mercy if

you can ! No, only believe in Him, and then, though you

have crucified him afrefh, yet will he abundantly pardon you ;

' though your fins be as fcarlet, yet (hall they be as wool ;

though deeper than crimfon, yet (hall they be whiter than

fnow,"

Whicb God of his infinite mercy grant, ^cc,

Vol. VI. ft
SERMON
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